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iUPM captain
"hopesfor a win
"Goodrecordmeansthereis hopefor a final spot
Taking a shot: Syazwani urges her team mates to pull their weight to
strengthen their line-up.
By NG WEI LOON
weiloon@thestar.com.ny
-"''I . HE l!niversiti Putra Malaysia
(UPM)women'sfutsalteamcap-
tain SyazwaniShahudinis urg-
ing her team mates, comprising
employeesof the university,to pull
togetherin th~irbid to edgetheir
counterpartsfromotherpublicinsti-
tutionsof higherlearningat a meet
scheduledat the UniversitiMalaysia
TerengganufromJune3 to13.
The22-year-oldSyazwanisaidthey
neededtoimproveontheirindividual
playingabilitiestostrengthentheline-
upanddevelopabalancedteam.
"Initially,we facedanuphilltaskto
convinceour colleaguesto join the
teamforourdebutintheinter-univer-
sitytournamenthostedatourcampus
lastyear.
"We' have achieved respectable
resultsintworecentournamentsand
we are committedto doing well.
Although we have been playing
togetherfor lessthana year,we are
gellingwell to establishgoodteam-
WDrk.But,wecannotonlyrelyonone
or,twokeyplayersto putupa strong
fight againstthe bettersides,"she
~;Jid.
Earlythis month,UPM settledfor
thethirdspotatameetwithatotalof
12 teams from other government
agenciesandsemi-governmentbodies
in thefrayinLangkawi.
UPMteammanagerSahehSaidsaid
theywere satisfiedwith the overall
performanceastheyonlywentdown
2-3 to the eventualchampionsBank
Simpanan Nasional (BSN) in the
group.
Andthepint-sizedSyazwanislotted
thewinninggoalforanarrow1-0vic-
tory over a more fanciedNational
SportsCouncil(NSC)toadvancetothe
semi-finals.
However,their campaigncameto
an end when EmployeesProvident
Fund(EPF)deniedthemwithasimilar
1-0margin.
ConsideringthatUPMwerethelos-
ingsemi-finalistsattheirprevioustwo
competitions,theyareeyeingto book
theirplacein thefinalat theupcom-
ingassignment.
Sahehadmittedtheywerewaryof
thethreatcomingfromtheformidable
UniversitiMalaysiaPerlis(Unimap)as
thenorthernsidewouldbestart41goff
as the favouriteswith the servicesof
severalnationalplayersinthesquad.
Currently,UPMhave10playersaged
between20and24goingthroughthe
pacestwotimesadayasabuildupto
thetournament.
"Eachsessiongoesonfortwohours.
Fortheyoungsquad,itwill bealearn-
ing curvefor themto polishup on
theirpassing,shootinganddribbling
techniques.
"Wewantthemto be in topshape
for the physicalchallengeson the
pitch.
"It hasbeena joy to builda team
fromscratchandseethemprogress.
We arehopingto fieldthe teamfor
otheropentournamentsinthefuture,"
addedSaheh.
Staying in shape: Saheh (in blue) keeping a watchfui eye on his charges.
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Stretching out: Goalkeeper Norazlin A. Aziz attempting to blocl
a shot from going into the goal.
